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Results day can feel enormous. But whatever the morning brings — whether you sail
through, just miss, or decide to aim higher — there is a clear path forward, and you have
far more options than it can feel like at 8am. Keep this guide to hand, take a breath, and
work through it calmly. You've got this.

1. Before the day — get set

A little preparation turns a stressful morning into a manageable one. The night before, get these
ready:

Know your firm and insurance choices — and exactly what each one requires (the grades or
points).

Check your UCAS Hub login works the night before, so there are no surprises at 8am.

Save the key phone numbers: your firm and insurance universities' admissions/Clearing lines,
and your school or college.

Have your results, UCAS ID (and Clearing number if you have one) and photo ID to hand.

Charge your phone, keep paper and a pen nearby, and find a quiet spot with good signal.

Agree with a parent or carer who'll be around to help you think and make calls.

Have a rough plan B in mind — one or two courses you'd genuinely be happy with.

2. On the morning — a calm timeline

From 8am, UCAS Hub usually updates to show whether your place is confirmed. (It won't show
your grades — you get those from school or college.)

Collect your grades as early as you can, so you know exactly where you stand.

If your place is confirmed: breathe, celebrate — you're done. See "You're in" below.

If it's not confirmed, or you're unsure: don't panic. Work through the scenarios below, in order,
and don't make rushed decisions before you've spoken to the university.
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3. Whatever the result — your four scenarios

A. You met your offer — you're in

Congratulations. Confirm your place on UCAS Hub, then look out for next steps on
accommodation, enrolment and reading lists. The hard part is done — enjoy it.

B. You just missed — a near miss

Don't assume it's over. Universities often still accept you when you're close, especially your firm
choice.

Wait for UCAS Hub to update — it may still confirm your place.

If it shows unsuccessful, call the university's admissions line straight away and ask whether
they'll still take you.

Be calm, polite and ready with your results. If they can't give you an answer straight away, ask
when you'll hear back.

If the grades aren't there for the course you've set your heart on, resitting is a genuine option —
and it's something we help students plan and prepare for (see "Thinking about retakes?"
below).

C. You missed by more — Clearing

Clearing is not a consolation prize. Thousands of good courses, including at excellent universities,
are available through it every year.

You're in Clearing if you have no confirmed place; you'll find your Clearing number in UCAS
Hub.

Make a shortlist of courses (UCAS search and university Clearing pages) before you pick up the
phone.

Call the universities yourself, with your Clearing number, UCAS ID and results ready.

If they offer you a place over the phone, you then add it as your Clearing choice in UCAS Hub.

D. You did better than expected — aiming higher

If you've exceeded your offer, you may be able to trade up — and your confirmed place stays safe
unless and until you accept a new one.

You can explore other universities through Clearing while holding your existing place; only
release it once you've secured something you prefer.

Weigh it calmly — a better-known name isn't always the better course, or the better fit for you.

Research or visit before committing. Don't let anyone rush you.



Your Clearing phone script

Nervous about the call? Keep it simple — the universities do this all day. Have this in front of you:

"Hello, my name is [your name]. My UCAS ID is [number] and my Clearing number is
[number]. I've achieved [your grades], and I'm interested in your [course name] course. Could
you tell me whether you have any places, and whether I'd be eligible?"

Then have a few questions ready:

What are the entry requirements, and do my grades meet them?

When does the course start, and is accommodation still available?

Can you hold the place while I think it over, and until when?

Write down who you spoke to and what they said. It's fine to call more than one university before
you decide.

If a grade looks wrong

If you've narrowly missed a place and think a grade is off, speak to your teachers on results day —
deadlines for reviews are tight. Schools can request a Priority Review of Marking where a university
place depends on the outcome. Your teachers can advise whether it's worth it and arrange it for
you.

If you don't have a place — or you're rethinking

You still have good options, and none of them is a failure:

Clearing now — a strong course at a university you may not have considered.

A gap year and a stronger reapplication next cycle.

A foundation year, a degree apprenticeship, or a different course entirely.

Plenty of successful people took a less-straight path. If you can, give yourself a day or two before
any big decision.

Thinking about retakes?

RESITS &  RETAKES

Sometimes the smartest move is to resit — to lift a grade for a course you've set your heart
on, or to reapply from a stronger position next year. It's a deliberate, positive choice, not a
step back, and many students reach their first-choice university this way.

Here's where we come in: our tutors build a focused retake plan around the exact papers
and exam boards you need, target the marks that made the difference, and keep you on
track across the year. If retakes might be on the table, talk to us early — the sooner we start,
the more time there is to do it properly.



Look after yourself

Results day is emotional for everyone — excitement, relief and disappointment are all normal.

Whatever the result, it does not define you or your future.

If comparisons are getting to you, step away from social media for a bit.

Talk to someone — a parent, teacher or friend. Sharing how you feel really does help.

Key dates

A-level, BTEC and T-level results: Thursday 13 August 2026.

GCSE results: Thursday 20 August 2026.

Clearing runs through the summer and into the autumn — but the best places go quickly, so act
promptly.

A calm voice, if you'd like one

If you'd value an expert to think it through with — weighing Clearing options, deciding
whether to aim higher, or planning a strong reapplication or retake — our admissions

support team is here on the day and in the days that follow.

cambridgetutors.com/university
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